26 March 68 



Harold : 

Keep in mind that presently what I say is based on theoretical 
knowledge of ballistics, and requires physical tests for verif ieation . 
With that stipulation I can assert that I am almost certain about 
what happened to the dented cartridge cases. 

I wrote to Hichols and asked him to make certain observations 
in connection with his regular experiments, for I did not wish to 
impose on him greatly by getting him to do my work. Still, if 
you think this matter is important (Ithink it is), then write to 
him and ask him to make a special effort to do as I instructed 
in my last letter to him. 

Enclosed rwxac are diagrams showing how the cartridges were 
dented. 



I reviewed Robert Erazier’s testimony re his examination 
of the case. So far I can find nothing that refutes what I sx 
am going to say, and some things that tend to confirm me. Still, 
regard this as tentative, for I need to know test results, and 
I must review many more things. What I will give are tentative 
conclusions; I regret that I don’t have time to discuss on what 
I base them. 

The case with the dented lip was fed unbulleted from the 
clip to the chamber. Offhand, I would say that the bulleted case 
was first fired in the rifle, and that later the case only was 
thrust into the chamber. This may be^confusing to you, but it 
requires considerable explanation, wh&ich I cannot undertake now. 
It involves eliminating other possibilities. It is significant 
that this case does not have a dented shoulder. 

This is apparently what happened to the two cases with dented 
shoulders 6l 1 11 describe this with reference to one, since both 
are the same ) : The bulleted cartridge was thrust vigorously into 
the chamber from the clip; at that time it received the dent on 
the shaulder (see diagrams). Later, the bullet was pulled from 
the case (not fired) . After that, the case was placed directly 
in the chamber (not fed from the clip), the bolt was closed 
over the unbulleted ease, the trigger was pulled, the firing pin 
struck the primer and detonated it. 

Presuming that those dents will be blasted out when test 
firing is done, I can conceive of no other explanation. Erazier’s 
analysis (his observations) support this, as far as I can see .xfscfc 
I must reeheck, especially the comparison photos that he put 
in evidence , but so far everything looks good for me . 

In what I describe above, do not be confused by my describing 
events taking place one after the other. The sequence is correct, 
but I make no reference to time. One action need not necessarily 
have immediately followed another; that is, any lapse of time 
may have intervened. 

I am helpless without tests. I may be able to get an M-C 
carbine, which has the same action as Oswald’s” M-G . 

I think that I know perfectly what is going on. If the 
test results are as I expect. I’ll write up a report like the 
one on the scope sight. I am very excited about this., but I 
urge you to reserve final judgment until test result are in. 
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